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Year One, Spring Term


Key Topic: Castles, Knights & Dragons
History
We will be learning about castles through the ages; what they were used for and how they changed through time.
Geography
We will be focusing on the four countries that make up the United Kingdom, their capital cities and famous castles located in these areas.
Science
We will be exploring the seasonal changes that happen in spring and summer. Also, we will be looking at everyday materials.
Art
We will be exploring watercolours and discovering that we can use accidental marks to help us make art.
D&T
We will be designing and making dragon puppets by sewing pieces of felt together.
Religious Education
We will learn more about the Christian and Jewish religion. Who is Jewish and how do they live? We will learn about Jewish worldviews and ways of life. What do Christians believe God is like? Pupils will find out what parables are, and that Christians believe these stories were told by Jesus to teach his followers about God.
Personal, Social & Health Education
Our units are called dreams and goals and will cover our aspirations, how to achieve goals and understanding the emotions that go with this. We will also be focusing on being and keeping safe, plus different ways to keep ourselves healthy.
Computing
In Computing we will be using the Purple Mash programme to interpret and create pictograms and to follow and create a set of instructions.
Music
This term we will be focusing on music inspired by the world around us and exploring rhythm patterns within music.
PE
This term’s PE lessons will involve gymnastics and invasion games. Mr Thomas’s lessons will involve sending and receiving and net and wall games.
Maths
Over the course of the Spring term we will be covering:
Place value within 20 and 50 
Counting within 20, understanding 10-20, 1 more and 1 less, using a number line to 20, estimating on a number line to 20/50, compare and ordering numbers to 20/50. Count from 20 to 50, count by making groups of tens, groups of tens and ones, partition into tens and ones.
Addition and subtraction within 20
Add by counting on within 20, add ones using number bonds, find and make number bonds to 20, doubles, near doubles, subtract ones using number bonds, counting back, finding the difference, related facts and missing number problems.
Length and height
Measure length using objects, measure length in centimetres, compare lengths and heights.
Mass and volume  
Heavier and lighter, measure mass, compare mass, full and empty, compare volume, measure capacity, compare capacity.


English
Phonics
Your child will be continuing with the Little Wandle scheme in year one which will teach them all of the phase 5 sounds over the year.  https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 
Reading
Your child will receive a reading book matched to their reading ability.  They will share this book in guided reading sessions each week and will be expected to read it each day at home too.  The book will be changed every 1-2 weeks based on content covered.
Writing
The children will be learning to write narratives, descriptions, commands, letters, poems, non-fiction reports, posters, retelling, role play, diary entries and fact files as we focus on the texts: Beegu, Leo and the octopus, Stanley’s stick, The sea saw.
Speaking & Listening
We will be building the children’s confidence when talking in front of others and encouraging active listening involving taking turns.
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Getting in Touch
Dojo messenger can be used for quick notes/messages.
Serious issues, medical info or information about pick-up must be via the school office.
Teachers’ Message
We hope you and your families all had a wonderful Christmas break and we look forward to an exciting new term ahead 
Key Information for This Term
PE will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Library sessions will take place on Thursdays
Please continue to drop your child off at the wooden gate in the mornings and encourage them to walk into the classroom independently.

Supporting Your Child At Home
It is so important that your child reads at home daily and practises their growing sound knowledge through sound talk and blending of their reading books.  Please ensure homework is completed weekly.
Regular reading and writing of the Y1 tricky words would also be very helpful.
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