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Year 5 - Woodpeckers


Key Topic: 
History
This spring term in History, we will be learning about the history of space exploration. We will explore key events and achievements, from early ideas about space to the first satellites, moon landings and modern space missions. They will learn about significant individuals, such as astronauts and scientists and consider how space exploration has changed over time.
Geography
This spring term in Geography, we will be developing their map-reading skills with a focus on Ordnance Survey (OS) symbols. We will learn how to interpret different types of maps, use keys and symbols accurately and understand scale and grid references. They will practise locating places, identifying human and physical features and following routes using maps.
Science
This spring term in Science, we will be exploring Forces and Living Things and Their Habitats. We will investigate how different forces, such as gravity, friction and air resistance, affect the way objects move. They will also learn about living things, including the life cycles of animals and plants, comparing how these life cycles differ and how organisms are adapted to their habitats.
Art
We will be exploring the theme of landscapes. We will study the work of artists who create landscape art and learn how to use different techniques to show distance, perspective and atmosphere. They will experiment with a range of materials and media, developing their skills in drawing, painting and colour mixing.
Personal, Social & Health Education
This spring term in PSHE, we will be focusing on their goals for the future. We will be encouraged to think about their hopes, dreams and aspirations and to consider the steps they can take to achieve them. They will explore the importance of resilience, perseverance and self-belief, as well as recognising their strengths and interests.
Maths
In multiplication and division, Year 5 will practise efficient written methods, solve multi-step problems and apply their knowledge to real-life scenarios. They will also develop their reasoning skills by explaining their methods and checking the accuracy of their answers.
When studying fractions, decimals and percentages, the children will compare and order fractions, convert between mixed numbers and improper fractions and explore the links between fractions, decimals and percentages. They will learn to add and subtract fractions with related denominators and use these skills to solve practical problems, such as money and measures.
In area and perimeter, Year 5 will calculate the area and perimeter of rectangles and compound shapes, using accurate measurement and clear reasoning. 
Finally, in statistics, Year 5 will collect, represent and interpret data using tables, line graphs and charts. They will answer questions, draw conclusions and use data to make predictions to help them to see how mathematics is used to understand information in the real world.

English
Reading
Year 5 will be reading Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. Using this engaging story, Year 5 will develop their comprehension skills by making inferences about characters and events, as well as forming and justifying predictions based on evidence from the text. The children will explore themes, discuss vocabulary and deepen their understanding of the author’s language and storytelling.
Writing
This spring term in Writing, Year 5 will be inspired by Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus Motum. Year 5 will develop their writing skills through a range of exciting, space-themed tasks, including writing a proposal to NASA for a new Mars rover, creating labels for a diagram of Curiosity and composing an explanation of Curiosity’s launch. They will also write a NASA log of the Mars landing and a news report about the mission. This learning will help them to adapt their writing for different purposes and audiences while developing clarity, detail and creativity.
Speaking & Listening
Year 5 will be developing their confidence and skills in communicating clearly and effectively. The children will take part in upcoming presentations about a topic that interests them. 
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Supporting Your Child At Home
Please ensure your child reads daily and completes their homework weekly.

Key Information for This Term
PE will be on Monday and Thursday.

Getting in Touch 
Concerns, medical info or information about pick-up must be via the school office.
Teacher’s Message
Welcome back Year 5! This spring term we have an exciting journey ahead, exploring space, science and creativity.
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