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Year 5 - Woodpeckers


Key Topic: 
History
This summer term in History, we will be learning about the ancient Mayan civilisation. We will explore where and when the Maya lived and examine their achievements in areas such as writing, mathematics and architecture. Children will learn about daily life, beliefs and traditions and study significant features such as pyramids and cities. They will also consider how the Mayan civilisation changed over time and what we can learn from it today.
Geography
This summer term in Geography, we will be learning about rainforests and the human impact on them. We will explore where rainforests are located around the world and understand their climate, layers and unique ecosystems. Children will learn about the plants and animals that live there and the importance of rainforests to our planet. They will also examine how human activity affects these environments and consider ways to protect them for the future.
Science
This summer term in Science, we will be exploring Living Things and Their Habitats and Human Development. We will learn about the life cycles of different animals and plants, comparing how they grow and change over time and how they are suited to their environments. Children will also study human development, exploring how humans grow and change from birth to old age. They will develop their understanding by making observations, comparing stages and explaining key changes across life cycles.
Art
We will be exploring the theme of architecture and how designers can shape a better world. Children will study different buildings and create their own architectural models, developing skills in drawing, planning and construction.
Personal, Social & Health Education
This summer term in PSHE, we will be focusing on relationships and the changes children will experience. We will explore how relationships grow and change over time and discuss how to manage different feelings and emotions. They will learn about the changes that occur as they grow older and develop strategies to support their wellbeing and build positive relationships.
Maths
In shape and position and direction, Year 5 will identify and describe properties of 2D and 3D shapes and use coordinates to describe position and movement on a grid. They will interpret and plot points in all four quadrants and describe translations using accurate mathematical language. Children will also develop their understanding by reasoning about angles, turns and symmetry.

When studying decimals and negative numbers, children will read, write, compare and order numbers with increasing accuracy and confidence. They will round decimals, recognise place value within numbers with up to three decimal places and solve problems involving sequences and number patterns. They will also explore negative numbers in context such as temperature and apply their understanding to solve practical problems.

In volume and converting measures, Year 5 will calculate the volume of shapes using cubes and apply their knowledge to more complex problems. They will convert between different units of measure including length, mass and capacity and use these skills in real-life contexts. Children will continue to develop their reasoning skills by explaining their methods clearly and checking the accuracy of their answers.
English
Reading
In reading lessons this term, we are exploring The Explorer by Katherine Rundell and The Humans: Ancient Civilisations by Jonny Marx. Through these texts, children will develop comprehension skills including inference, retrieval and understanding vocabulary, while enjoying both fiction and non-fiction and building their knowledge of the wider world.
Writing
This summer term in Writing, Year 5 will be inspired by The Hidden Forest by Jeannie Baker, The Crown by Emily Kapff and Rain Player by David Wisniewski. Children will develop their writing skills through a range of engaging tasks including descriptive writing inspired by natural environments, narrative retelling and creating their own myths and legends. They will also explore different text types such as explanations and short reports linked to themes within the texts. This learning will help them to adapt their writing for different purposes and audiences while developing clarity, detail and creativity.
Speaking & Listening
Year 5 will be developing their confidence and skills in communicating clearly and effectively. The children will take part in upcoming presentations about a topic that interests them. 
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Supporting Your Child At Home
Please ensure your child reads daily and completes their homework weekly.

Key Information for This Term
PE will be on Monday and Thursday.

Getting in Touch 
Concerns, medical info or information about pick-up must be via the school office.
Teacher’s Message
Welcome back Year 5! This summer term we have some exciting lessons ahead. 
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